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April 4th, 2017
To the Senate Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs:
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Egale Canada Human Rights Trust (Egale) is Canada’s only national charity working to
improve the lives of LGBTQI2S people in Canada and to enhance the global response to
LGBTQI2S issues. We are writing to you in support of Bill C-16, An Act to amend the
Canadian Human Rights Act and the Criminal Code, and urge you to do the same.
From our own work with and among transgender and gender diverse communities,
Egale is acutely aware of how necessary this legislation is for the safety and well-being
of trans and gender diverse Canadians. The intent of Bill C-16 is to recognize the
human rights of trans and gender diverse people and to protect them from violence,
harassment, discrimination, and hate crimes – experiences all too common for these
communities in Canada.
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By adding gender identity and gender expression as explicitly protected grounds to the
Canadian Human Rights Act, the federal government will be taking a significant step
toward recognizing trans and gender diverse communities as worthy of dignity and
respect.
We sincerely encourage you to demonstrate your support for Bill C-16 and ensure that
trans and gender diverse human rights are protected and recognized in Canada.
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Sincerely,

Gerry Rogers
The Honourable
Nancy Ruth
Mark Tewksbury
Jaime Watt

Helen Kennedy
Executive Director
Egale Canada Human Rights Trust
hkennedy@egale.ca

Egale works to improve the lives of LGBTQI2S people in Canada and to enhance the global response to LGBTQI2S issues. Egale will achieve this by informing public
policy, inspiring cultural change, and promoting human rights and inclusion through research, education and community engagement.
Égale travaille à améliorer la vie des personnes LGBTQ+ en éclairant l’élaboration des politiques publiques, en inspirant le changement culturel et en promouvant les
droits de la personne et l’inclusion grâce à la recherche, à l’éducation et à la mobilisation communautaire.

